Engraving Tips
for Your EDC

1. Why Engraving Cuts
Through the Noise

Mass-produced blades are everywhere,
but personalization makes yours stand
out. An engraving can turn a factory-
made knife into something unique. Some
people go with initials, others with a quote
or a symbol that fuels their grit, and some
honor a milestone or memory worth

carrying every day.

2. Start with Purpose: What
Does Your Knife Represent?

Before you get wrapped up in fonts and

flourishes, ask yourself what this knife
means to you. Is it a retirement gift? A
survival companion? A milestone
marker? The purpose sharpens your
choice. Let your intent guide your

engraving decisions.

3.Choose Your Message
Wisely

Knife real estate is limited, especially on

smaller blades. Your words should pack a
punch without clutter. Short and bold
phrases often hit the mark. Keep it clean,
legible, and practical. A fancy design isn't
worth much if no one can read it.

4. Where to Put Your Mark

Most people engrave the blade’s flat
surface near the spine. It's visible there
and doesn't mess with the cutting edge.
But don't go with that default location
without considering other options.
Handles, especially titanium or metal
ones, offer great engraving real estate.
Even the underside of a pocket clip can

hold a stealthy mark.

5. Know Your Engraving
Options

Several techniques can etch your legacy

onto your knife: laser engraving, etching,
and hand engraving. There's something
special about old-school craftsmanship
with a chisel or rotary tool, offering a truly
one-of-a-kind look.

6. Keep It Legal and
Functional

Engraving is generally legal, but tread
carefully with symbols or words you're not
authorized to use (like law enforcement
badges). Also, never engrave near
mechanical parts such as pivots or lock
bars; weakening those areas could
compromise safety or void a warranty. A
custom design should cut cleanly, not cut

corners on performance.

7. Care for Your
Engraved Blade

Once your knife is engraved, treat it like

the heirloom it's becoming. Wipe it down
often, remove dirt from the grooves, and
avoid abrasive cleaners that could dull
the details. You can even consider filling
your engravings with paint or wax to make
them pop, just be sure to use a durable,

safe product made for metal.

8. Cut Your Legacy
into Steel

Your knife is a tool, but it's also an
extension of you. Engraving it transforms it
into a lasting part of your legacy and
something that speaks every time you
draw it. Whether you're a collector, an
everyday carrier, or someone shopping
custom OTF knives for sale because you
want your blade to be special, engraving

adds meaning that no factory stamp
can rival.
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