Essentials for
Selecting a Camping Axe

1. Whittle Down Your
Purpose

First things first: what are you planning to
do with your axe? If your goal is to split
logs like a campsite Paul Bunyan, you'll
need some serious chopping power. If
your tasks lean more toward carving,
trimming, or even slicing up a few apples,
a smaller hatchet might be your best cut.

2. Don't Get Carried Away
with Size and Weight

A heavy axe packs a punch, but you also

have to pack that axe and its punch if
you're hiking in. Lighter axes are easier to
carry and swing, but you'll have to work a
bit harder on larger logs. If you're driving
straight to your base camp, go ahead and

bring the big guy.

3. Choose a Handle
with Care

An axe handle isn't just for show. It affects
grip, comfort, and shock absorption.
Hickory handles offer that classic feel and
soak up vibration like a sponge, but they

can crack under pressure (and weather).
Fiberglass options are tougher,
weather-resistant, and often come with

comfy grips.

4. Don't Overlook the Blade

Blade shape and steel type matter more
than you might think. A wide bit is your
go-to for splitting wood, while a thinner,
sharper edge is ideal for detail work. Look
for high-carbon steel if you want
something that holds an edge like a
champ. The trade-off will be that you

need to give it a little TLC to prevent rust.

5. Avoid Axe-idents

Accidents happen, so make sure your axe
has a sheath or cover. Many models now
include belt loops, MOLLE compatibility, or
carabiner holes so you can keep them

close without looking like an off-duty
lumberjack. Also, check that the handle
has grip-enhancing texturing or rubber.

6. Know Your Type

There are a few classic camping axe
styles to consider: hatchets, which are
light, compact, and one-handed and
great for carving, kindling, or whittling
marshmallow sticks; mid-size axes, which
are enough weight for real work and
enough control for finesse; and full-size
axes, which are heavy and powerful and
perfect for base camps where weight's no

issue, trees are thick, and firewood is

necessary.

7. Match Your Axe to the
Environment

A desert trek requires a different tool than

a forest retreat. In damp climates, you'll
want corrosion-resistant steel and a
weatherproof handle. Drier environments
are edsier on gear, but dense, knotty
alpine wood might demand a more
grippy, powerful axe. BnvES

8. Keep It Sharp

Even the best blade dulls with time. Keep
your edge ready with a sharpening stone
or file, and give your axe a quick wipe-
down after each use. A little oil on the
blade prevents rust, while linseed oil on a
wooden handle keeps it from drying out or
cracking. Store it dry, covered, and ready

for your next adventure.

9. Upgrade When It Feels Off

If your current axe feels awkward, dulls

quickly, or just doesn't pull its weight, it
might be time to trade up. A quality
axe is like a trusty sidekick. It saves you
from poor performance, repeated
replacements, wrist fatigue, and

even injury.

10. A Few Sharp Picks

Looking to slice into the world of axes?
Brands like RMJ, Toor, and Achter offer
solid, reliable options that won't break the

bank. Whether you want a mini version for
just-in-case or a beast that will glide

through whatever you put in front of it,

these brands have you covered.

11. Final Chop

A good camping axe is more than just a
tool. It's a campsite MVP. From fire-
starting to shelter-building, it's the kind of
gear that pulls its weight and then some.
Choose wisely, take care of it, and it'll be
chopping by your side for years to come.
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