
1. Purpose and Use Case
What do you really need? The primary 

factor in choosing a blade count is how 

you'll actually use your knife. Are you 

carrying it as part of your EDC, taking it 

camping, or relying on it for work tasks? 

The key is matching the knife to your 

lifestyle. Lean toward simplicity and 

durability? Go single. Crave versatility and 

readiness? Multiple blades will fit that vibe.

2. Design and Ergonomics
What feels comfortable in your hand? No 

matter the blade count, comfort is non-

negotiable. Extra blades change handle 

thickness, shift the center of gravity, and 

can affect balance during use. When 

shopping, hold the knife in your hand. The 

best one fits naturally, feels balanced, 


and disappears from your mind until you 

need it.

3. Weight and Portability
Where is your sweet spot? Weight can 

make or break a pocketknife relationship. 

You want something light enough for 

comfortable daily carry but substantial 

enough to handle demanding tasks. 

Overly heavy knives may weigh down 


your pocket, while overly light knives can 

feel insubstantial.

4. Maintenance 

and Durability
Do you want more blades or less care? 

The more moving parts, the more 

attention they need. Multi-blade knives 

have extra pivots, springs, and liners that 

require cleaning and lubrication. 

Durability also matters. Each blade adds 

stress to the handle and pivot points, so 

quality materials and craftsmanship are 

crucial. If you enjoy keeping your tools in 

peak condition, a multi-blade knife can be 

incredibly rewarding.

5. Aesthetic and 
Collectibility
What's your knife personality? Knife 

collecting is about the joy of ownership. 

The look, feel, and craftsmanship of a knife 

speak volumes. Single-blade knives tend 

to be sleek, modern, and minimalist. That 

makes them appealing to those who 

appreciate precision engineering and 

contemporary design.

Presented by:

EKnives.com

5
Tips for Picking 

Pocketknife Blade Count


